IMFHG Spring Meeting 4-18-26
Blue Bunny Visitor & Conference Center, Le Mars, lowa
(Ice Cream Capital of the World)

Following an enjoyable and informative tour of the Blue Bunny Visitor’s Center and a catered
lunch, members gathered for the Spring Business Meeting. President Joyce Stover called the
Business Meeting to order.

Vice-President Mari Lynn Heineman delivered the invocation and Secretary Carol Gilbert led the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mari Lynn then shared an update on members who have passed since our Fall 2025 Meeting,
noting they will be honored at the Fall 2026 Meeting.

Secretary’s Report: The Secretary’s Report was distributed in advance of the meeting and was
approved as presented. Attendance included 22 members and 2 guests.

Treasurer’s Report: The full Treasurer’s report was available at the registration table. Treasurer
Nancy Johnson reviewed the organization’s financial standing and confirmed that ACWW dues
have been fully paid for the year. Nancy reported the following balances as of April 15, 2026:

* Checkbook - $17,654.47

* Bills Paid - $1,567.53

* Foundation Account (Edward Jones) - $82,721.76

* Scholarship Fund - $3,041.00

The report was accepted as presented.

Committee Reports:

Service Projects: Chair Joyce Stover announced that 960 laundry pod packets were
assembled for Hope Ministries and thanked Donna Williams for doing much of the leg work.
Kelly Keitzer shared that four Quilts of Valor were sewn during a special two-day Guild workday.
When completed, they will be presented to Veterans, with three additional quilts made earlier
this year, at the Linn County Fair in late June. A fall service project is yet to be determined.

Scholarship Committee: Chair Monica Lursen reported a strong interest in the IMFHG
Scholarship, with 43 applications received. Four $500 scholarships were awarded to: Charlotte
Madden (Eldridge) receiving the Ruth Buxton Sayer Scholarship Recipient; Jillian Hanson
(LaPorte City); Daphine Brown (Burlington); and Jordyn Crosman (Boone). All applicants will
receive an acknowledgement letter.

The scholarship check and the IMFHG brochure will be mailed directly to each recipient. If
possible, a Guild member will present a scholarship certificate at the recipient's Awards Night
ceremony. An article promoting the IMFHG’s Scholarship was carried in all Farm Bureau
Spokesman newspapers.

Website Committee: Chair Kelly Keitzer noted progress in digitizing the membership book and
encouraged members to visit the website at iowamasterfarmhomemaker.org

Foundation Committee: Chair Chris Cornelius reported a strong balance of $82,721.76.
IMFHG members are invited to submit nominations of charitable organizations to receive
Foundation funding. There is no formal application. Nominations are due by July 15, 2026.
Presentation and voting will occur at the August business meeting.

Old Business: JoAnn Alumbaugh and Marylou Ahrens shared ideas to celebrate IMFHG
100-year anniversary, which will occur in 2028. Suggestions included: a Mississippi River cruise,
a High Tea event at the Governor’s Mansion, collaborating with Master Farmers for the Guild’s
celebration, having the Browns as part of the entertainment, designing a banner featuring the
names of all IMFHG members to be displayed at the State Fair, securing sponsors, and
considering a new organization name to update the Guild’s image. The committee welcomes all
ideas.

New Business: Leah Maass and Ann Marie Nelson were appointed to the Nominating
Committee to recommend candidates for the offices of Vice-President and Secretary.



Darla Thompson announced her retirement as Membership Chair after 10 years of service and
members expressed appreciation for her dedication. A Membership Chair job description has
been developed.

President Stover introduced the Friendship Connection Project which is designed to help
strengthen member engagement through outreach. Prior to the business meeting, members
selected names of long-time members and volunteered to write and send a note/greeting four
times a year.

Vice-President Mari Lynn Heineman shared details on the Fall Meeting which will be held
Tuesday, August 25th and Wednesday, August 26th at the Cobblestone Inn, Boone, IA. Ten
rooms have been reserved for August 25that the Cobblestone Inn, and 10 rooms will be
reserved at the Baymont Inn & Suites. The caterers are Weather or Naut.

With no further business, it was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,
Secretary, Carol Gilbert



